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eyes, sauce for the New England gander. " Angells for life
and doctrine/' unless they were willing to submit to the
Presbyterian yoke, had no chance of toleration at the hands
of the Westminster divines. With the Presbyterians, there-
fore, no compromise was possible. They asked for none,
and could accept none. James I. has been severely blamed
for his conduct of the Hampton Court Conference, and for
the failure to comprehend all Protestants in one truly
National Church. The criticism ignores the fact that in 1604
the dominant element in Puritanism was the Presbyterian,
and that the claims of Geneva were as high and exclusive
as those of Rome.

As the seventeenth century went on the centre of gravity
in Puritanism unquestionably shifted. Thanks in large
measure to the victories of the New Model in the field, the
Independent section pushed rapidly to the front. Known
originally as Brownists or Separatists, more lately as Con-
gregationalists, the fundamental conception of this group was
the separate or independent organisation of each congrega-
tion. They pushed the root principle involved in Protest-
antism to its logical conclusion. A church, according to
the definition, of Robert Browne himself is tc a companie
or number of Christians or believers who by a willing
covenant made with their God are under the government of
God and Christ and keep His laws in one holy communion ".
Theoretically there was nothing in their system inconsis-
tent with religious liberty. And so long as they were in
opposition they strongly favoured it. "The great shott of
Cromwell and Vane," writes Baillie in 1644, "is to have
a libertie for all religions, without any exceptions."l And
again: "The most of their partie are fallen off to Ana-
baptisms, Antinomianisms and Socinianisms; the rest are
cutted among themselves. One Mr. Williams has drawn a
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